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            In a 14 February message addressed to Ambassador Roberto G. Mortan, 

Chairman of the Preparatory Commission for the 2-27 July 2012 UN conference to 

draft a Global Arms Trade Treaty, Rene Wadlow, President of the Association of 
World Citizens, welcomed the aims of the Arms Trade Treaty, indicated the long-

standing concern of the Association of World Citizens (AWC) for effective control of 
the sale or transfer of arms, and encouraged speedy efforts in light of the new, 

dangerous flows of arms from Libya toward Mali and from Iraq toward Syria.

 
            In the message, the AWC welcomed the important aims of such a treaty as 

outlined in the Chairman’s Draft Paper of 3 March 2010: “ The Arms Trade Treaty 
will contribute to international and regional peace, security and stability by 

preventing international transfers of conventional arms that contribute to or 

facilitate: human suffering, serious violations of international human rights law and 
international humanitarian law, violations of UN Security Council sanctions and 

arms embargoes and other international obligations, armed conflict, the 
displacement of people, organized crime, terrorist acts and thereby undermining 

peace, reconciliation, safety, security, stability and sustainable social and economic 

development.”
 

            Wadlow recalled the long-standing efforts of AWC for such aims. In an 
August 2000 Statement to the UN Sub-Commission on the Promotion and 

Protection of Human Rights, the AWC had stressed “that small arms and light 

weapons are the most frequently used weapons in the majority of armed conflicts.  
The easy availability, proliferation and hardly regulated diffusion of small arms is 

directly related to violations of the right to life.
 

            “The accumulation and proliferation of small arms are exacerbated by the 

fact that there exists very little, if any, regulation of trans-frontier weapons flow. 
Today, much of the UN system is dealing in one way or another with the 

consequences of armed conflicts and the recurrent use of small arms.  Some of the 
intractable armed conflicts are those in which there is a recurring cycle of violence, 

an erosion of political legitimacy, and a loss of economic viability, leading to ethnic 

violence, crime and terrorism.”
 

            During the 11 years since the AWC Appeal to the Human Rights Sub-
Commission, there has been growing attention to small arms flows.  We know that 

‘small arms’ is the term preferred in international diplomatic circles.  However, in 

fact, such arms are less and less ‘small’. They range from handguns to 
sophisticated assault weapons.

 
            Governments in the UN have so far only been willing to consider what is 

called “illicit” small arms trade — trade undertaken by private merchants of death 

such as Victor Bout, recently deported from Thailand to the USA to stand trial for 
arms smuggling.  This concern with illicit trade has led to the UN General Assembly 



adopting the UN Protocol against the illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in 

Firearms, Their Components and Ammunition, known as the Firearms Protocol for 
short.  The Protocol entered into force in 2005, and some 60 States are party to it 

at present.  It stipulates measures that include the criminalization of the illicit 
manufacturing and trafficking in firearms and the strengthening of capacities to 

detect and investigate illicit transfers in the context of organized crime.

 
            However, the Protocol does not cover government to government sale of 

arms, which, in fact, is the bulk of arms sales and transfers.  The great majority of 
small arms are transferred legally before they are diverted to unauthorized groups.

 

            The Association of World Citizens message cited two current examples of 
arms first sold on a government to government basis and that are now being used 

in civil conflicts: the flow of arms from Libya toward Mali and the Tuareg rebels 
there and the flow of US arms first sent to arm the newly created Iraqi Army and 

Police which are now being sent to opposition forces in Syria.

 
            Therefore, the Association of World Citizens calls upon the Preparatory 

Committee, meeting in New York from 13 to 17 February, to set in motion the 
preparation of a much more comprehensive Arms Trade Treaty which covers 

government to government sales and transfers of arms and munitions. Such a 

treaty should spell out clearly that arms transfers must not occur when there is a 
real risk that such arms can be used in local conflicts to kill civilians and to commit 

human rights abuses.
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