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     In October 2011, the first presidential tenure of President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
ended giving way to Liberia’s second post war democratic general elections.   
Despite the impressive reports about the first tenure by the international 
community, President Sirleaf could not get the majority 50% + 1 vote endorsement 
by Liberians as required by the constitution. The tension packed elections dragged 
onto the second round, recorded riots, death and eventually ended with the main 
opposition party of former soccer star, George Weah refusing to form part of the 
run-off elections. They claimed the elections were fraudulent and there were vivid 
indicators that the National Elections Commission was altering figures in favor of 
the incumbent, and thought it vain staying in the race. Their decision obviously 
gave the ruling party the victory and inauguration of the re-elected president Ellen 
Sirleaf was slated for Jan. 16 2012.

     The party however threatened the inauguration process. They vowed to ensure 
that the process was disrupted, chaos was created and warned would-be guests to 
the occasion to stay away. 

     However, United States Secretary of States, Mrs. Hilary Clinton and hundreds of 
other leaders around the world braved the threats and graced the inauguration of 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf’s second term.   Fortunately, the leaders of the 
aggrieved party were also present at the ceremony and the occasion passed with 
no record of violence.

     The president has begun naming her new team of ministers and there are 
concerns that so far, her appointments have not considered geographical balance.  
The street corners are complaining that only sons and daughters of two out of the 
sixteen counties of Liberia have received high profile appointments.  It is my 
fervent hope that before the president completes naming her team, the current 
trend will change and street corners will largely appreciate the appointments and 
move on to another topic. Imbalanced representation in government, nepotism and 
ethnicity among other things invoked the nearly fifteen years deadly civil war that 
destroyed thousands of lives and killed cherished dreams.  This is certainly no time 
to allow such bitter history repeating itself.


