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This is election year and although official campaigning is slated for July 5, 2011, both 
the actors and spectators have no patience for an official notice. Street debates and 

radio talk shows these days are centered on the elections. The actors vying for the 

presidential and parliamentary seats most of whom trooped in from the United States 
where they reside, have already begun marketing their platforms.

In recent months I have spent hours comparing and contrasting various platforms 
especially of the presidential candidates. Except for a few unreasonable and extremely 

ambiguous ones, I interestingly find the rest mere replications. Despite having the 

same ideologies and panacea to our nation’s problems, the country like the 2006 
elections will again feature a multiplicity of presidential candidates. The official number 

now counts to twenty-nine. Isn‘t this greedy democracy?

This multiplicity of parties is certainly not a cause for fear, but the level of maturity, 

nationalism and patriotism said parties bring to the process. This is the matter of 

concern not just for me but a vast majority of peace loving Liberians who fear the 
recurrence of the bitter past.

We have heard and read news and viewed bloody images of pre- and post election 
violence around us in recent times. Most recent is our neighbor the Republic of Cote 

D’Ivoire. We saw Ivorians painfully revisiting their ugly past of deadly civil war as a 

consequence of an irresponsible and egoistic candidate wanting power at all cost, at 
the expense of the youths.

Most elections in Africa are almost always characterized by claims and counter-claims 
of rigging and refusal to accept official results. Leading oppositions in Liberia have 

already questioned the neutrality of the Chairman of the Independent National Election 

commission. As former member of the ruling Unity Party of President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf, the opposition finds it difficult to accept his rebirth and claimed 

nonpartisanship. With barely some months to elections, the status quo of the 
commission will not be altered and this leaves one to think that their apprehensions is 

already a guilty verdict just before the trial.

Giving these circumstances, it is my ardent hope and the hope of other peace loving 
Liberians that the commission lives the true meaning of its independence by 

conducting herself in all manners and forms necessary to show proof of her neutrality. 
It is also our hopes that both the opposition and ruling parties keep fond memories of 
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our bitter past, remember Cote D’Ivoire and guide against utterances and actions that 

fuel the flames of pre- and post election violence.

I also caution fellow electorates, the youths that make up 60% of voting population 

like never before to exhibit the greatest sense of patriotism and nationalism. Let us 
remain faithful to the loyalty we pledge to the Flag of Liberia. For several years we 

pledged our allegiance to power hungry politicians. We executed their machination and 

destroyed our nation and our future; we acted and parted on ethnic, religious and even 
political fringes. All these brought us nearly fourteen years of deadly civil war and 

today, we are all sadly starting anew.

Now and before the ballot boxes are closed on elections day, we have the power. The 

power to discern truth from lies, rhetorics from realities, power-hungry and self-

centered politicians from patriotic, nationalistic and achievement oriented leaders. We 
now have the gavel of authority to crucify Liberia or pass a redemptive judgement.

Finally I say to you, if we need patriotic and nationalistic leaders, we ourselves must be 
patriotic and nationalistic in our votes. Voting on ethnic, religious or even party wings 

only temporarily feeds our ego and and permanently hurts the nation.

Refuse violence, and vote Mama Liberia! 


